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SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY  

 
Initial Workshop: September 24-25, 2007 ï North Saanich, BC (Dunsmuir Lodge) 

INTRODUCTION  

Dan George, Chief Execut ive Officer ï First Nat ions Mountain Pine Beet le Init iat ive 

Chief Vern Jacks and Cora Jacks both welcomed the group to Coast Salish traditional lands and 

provided insights into the relationships between First Nations and their traditional lands. Dan 

George introduced the session and outlined the background of the initiative and the process for 

the day ï ñlisten, learn and shareò. The First Nations Mountain Pine Beetle Initiative (FNMPBI) 

was established in order to bring the partners together to respond to the epidemic by: facilitating 

dialogue; building relationships; and harmonizing plans.  

IMPLICATIONS OF THE MPB EPIDEMIC ON ECONOMIC 

SUSTAINABILITY ï M INISTRY OF FORESTS &  RANGE  

Doug Konkin, Deputy Minister ï Ministry of Forests & Range 

Doug Konkin discussed the importance of relationship building and working together as a means 

of developing solutions which address the implications of the MPB epidemic on economic 

sustainability. Doug supported the principles that are outlined in the New Relationship Agreement 

as a foundation in which to forge strategic partnerships between the Government of BC and First 

Nations. Time is of the essence in moving forward on collaborative strategies and initiatives due 

to the significant pressures created by the MPB on the land, economy and overall forest industry/ 

sector.   

FIRST NATIONS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

Regional Chief Shawn At leo ï BC Assembly of First Nat ions 

Key messages from Regional Chief Shawn Atleoôs presentation reinforced the deep connection 

by First Nations, both spiritually and culturally, to their sacred lands. Regional Chief Atleo is 

mindful of the MPBôs destruction to First Nationsô quality of life on the land base, particularly as 

it relates to First Nations youth. His concerns are the lasting effects of the MPB for future 

generations as well as the perceived silos that exist between First Nations and non-First Nations. 

Finally, the MPB epidemic has created an opportunity to bring together various strategic partners 

(First Nations, provincial, federal and industry representatives) as a means of preserving First 

Nationsô traditional way of life. 
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FIRST NATIONS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ï CONTINUED 

DISCUSSION  

Allen Edzerza, Special Advisor ï BC First Nat ions Leadership Council 

As a social entrepreneur, Allen Edzerza fully supports economic diversification efforts that 

respect socio-cultural, ecological and financial interests in First Nations communities/territories. 

From the creation of pellet plants for biofuel/bioenergy to mineral exploration and extraction ï a 

multitude of opportunities present themselves to mitigate the impacts of the MPB epidemic in 

First Nations communities as well as embrace First Nations ownership of these above mentioned 

opportunities on the land base. Overall, Allen felt that a value-added approach towards First 

Nations ñsustainable economyò endeavours is the design and implementation of sectoral 

strategies and the utilization of joint ventures with First Nations. These endeavours may allow 

First Nations people and their territories to establish a self-sustaining economic base in which to 

enhance First Nation communities ï better health, improved education and employment 

opportunities.  

NEW RELATIONSHIP WITH BC FIRST NATIONS ï M INISTRY OF 

ABORIGINAL RELATIONS &  RECONCILIATION  

Arlene Paton, Assistant Deputy Minister ï Ministry of Aboriginal Relations & 

Reconciliation 

Arlene Paton gave a strategic overview of the Ministry of Aboriginal Relations & Reconciliation 
and its involvement in developing the New Relationship Agreement with BC First Nations (via 
the BC First Nations Leadership Council comprised of senior representatives from the First 
Nations Summit, Union of BC Indian Chiefs and the BC Assembly of First Nations). Focusing on 
the major principles of the agreement ï respect, recognition and reconciliation of Aboriginal title 
and rights, Arlene recognized the need to create a more inclusive approach in managing socio-
economic and land/resources issues within the province via a government-to-government 
relationship with First Nations. The New Relationship Agreement shifts the engagement of First 
Nations from stakeholders to strategic partners in making decisions about land/resources and 
economic development interests just to name a few.  
 
The Ministry of Aboriginal Relations & Reconciliation works with First Nations and Métis 
people in improving their respective ways of life and improving their participation in the 
economy. Arlene outlined the Ministryôs involvement in working in partnership with First 
Nations and Métis organizations to support and increase Aboriginal capacity building in 
managing various community/territory-based programs and services. Key social programs 
referenced by Arlene were: the Transformative Change Accord; Urban Aboriginal Strategy; and 
the Aboriginal Youth Internship Program (for the BC public service). 
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SUSTAINABLE ENERGY ï GOLDER ECOFYS SOLUTIONS LTD.  

Roger Ord, Managing Director & Senior Consultant ï Golder Ecofys Solutions Ltd. 

Roger Ord provided participants with an overview of Golder Ecofys Solutions. This organization 
delivers services and solutions in the areas of carbon management and sustainable energy; for 
example, developing renewable energy and climate strategies. Roger referenced the BC Throne 
Speech which outlined such promises as a 33% reduction of Green House Gases (GHGs) by 2020 
and ensuring that electricity production has a net zero GHG emission by 2016. In terms of 
economic opportunities that are presenting themselves as a result of the MPB epidemic, Roger 
acknowledged wood pellet production and sustainable forest practices (i.e., salvaging of forest 
residue for biomass/bioenergy production). Based on his experiences working with members of  
the European Union, Roger presented some ñlessons learned/effective practicesò from countries 
such as the Netherlands.  
 
For further details on Roger Ordôs presentation, please refer to the ñGolder Ecofys Solutionsò 
PowerPoint presentation that was circulated to you via email on September 24, 2007. 

OPENING THOUGHTS/COMMENTS FOR DAY 2  (SEPT. 25/07) 

Dave Porter, Board Member ï First Nations Leadership Council & First Nations 

Forestry Council 
 
Dave Porter highlighted key milestones for the First Nations Leadership Council such as the 
recent United Nationsô Declaration of Indigenous Rights (ñé30 years in the makingò) and the 
development of the New Relationship Agreement. As First Nations are continuing to move 
forward with their Aboriginal title and rights efforts, there is a recognition that the Government of 
Canada has not had a consistent presence at the ñdecision-making tableò. The new Indian & 
Northern Affairs Canada Minister, Chuck Strahl, has committed to meeting with the First Nations 
Leadership Council over the next month.  
 
As it pertains to the MPB epidemic, Dave spoke about the disruption, dislocation, environmental 
and socio-economic impacts the MPB infestation has had on local First Nations territories/ 
communities. Like Regional Chief Shawn Atleoôs and Allen Edzerzaôs Day 1 remarks, Dave felt 
that opportunities such as biofuel, pellet and log home production have presented themselves as a 
means of decreasing the negative forces/impacts of the MPB infestation in First Nations 
territories.  
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APPENDIX A ï ACCELERATED HARVEST 

FROM TO 

Short term view and limited First Nations 

participation 

Increased long term benefits to both First Nations and 

other communit ies 

Limited First Nations participation in land use 

management and forest industry 

First Nations are effective partners in managing 

accelerated harvest 

Wide diversity of forest management plans often in 

conflict  

Integrated regional plans with partner goals, values 

and forest mgt standards 

Uncertainty/anxiety about accelerated harvest - 

biophysical, economic and social 

Effective community consultation and coordinated 

communicat ion plan 

Small % of opportunities taken up by First Nations Increased First Nations forest tenure/licenses through 

uplift or transfer 

240 Million board ft/yr 480 million board ft/yr 

Over supply of pine to mills with limited capacity Increased capacity to use increased timber supply 

Uncertainty about opportunities for First Nat ions Stumpage and appraisal reform 

Sporadic protection and poor understanding of First 

Nations values 

Respect, recognition and accommodation  

Unknown, uncertain First Nations capacity Increased First Nations capacity to manage forest and 

land resources. 

Limited funding for capacity development Accessible funds for capacity development 
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